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DANIEL Xx 1 I. 3; 
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5 bo that turn many to \Righteoyfuſ 


8 HE great Deßgn of dhe Goſpel i Ss 


is the Gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt. .All 


the Parts of this divine Inſtitution: are wiſely 
contrived, to promote. this glorious End. The 


Afiſtances which it affords are juſtly adapted to 


the indigent Circumſtances. of our preſent State 


and, at the ſame time, the Evidence of. its Au- 
thority i is ſo ſtrong, and the Motives, wherewith 
it demands the Attention and Regard of Man- 


kind; ſo weighty and intereſting, that it might 


be expected, the united Force of all theſe Con- 
ſiderations would have very great and happy 
Effects upon the Hearts and Lives of. its Pro- 
feſſors. But we find there are many who live 
in an open Contempt of its Authority. There 
are many too, who, tho they cannot releaſe 
themſelves from the painful Senſe of its Obliga- 

tions, yet continue in the habitual Neglect of 


its moſt important Duties, and in the Practice 
of thoſe Vices which it forbids, under the P&- 
nalty of the Wrath of Almighty God. There 


are others again, who entertain a higher Regard 
for Religion, and, to a-certain Degree; are go- 
N r by its 5 Iofluence, RAI tar ort of 
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recover us from the Ruins of our Fall; 

and, by training us up, in a Courſe of 
Hokneſs, to As Perfection of our Nature, to 
quality us for that immortal Bleſſedneſs, which 
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day Taſk of a ſuperſtitious Devotion, that in the 
mean time theſe very Motives have fo. little Influ- 


| "its indiſprnſibl HE * of this ſort 
are various, and almoſt innumerable. © And, if 
ve carefully examine the Temper and Conduct 
of many, whom Charity would indline us to 
account good Men, we cannot mils to obſerve a 
great many inexcuſable Defects, a E many | 
_ Blemiſhes very unbecoming their Pro 
Advantages and Hopes. Refledions of this 8250 
have been very common in all Times and Pla- 
ces, even in thoſe Times and Places which have 
juſtly boaſted of ſuperior Privileges and Improye- 
ments. Nor are theſe the Complaints P ſuch 
Perſons only whoſe Judgments are governed by 
| Zeal, but of Men. of the greate; 
- - Candour and Coolneſs, who are diſpoſed to make 
the moſt charitable Allowances for the Infirmi- 
Hes of Human Nature, in its preſent imperfect 
State. 
To what Cauſes mall we afcribe theſe Ap- 
pearances? And, particularly, whence comes it 
do paſs, that while the Conſiderations of Reli- 
gion have a real Influence upon. them. who own 
its Authority, either to reſtrain them from ſome 
enormous Vices, or to make them aſſume the 
fair Appearance of a decent Behaviour, or ta 
their Minds with a paſſionate Zeal for a 
Dorm of ſound Words, and a Syſtem: of certain 
6 Opinions, or to ingage them in the tedious and un- 
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ence; in forming and cultivating in their Hearts 
- the facred Virtues of true Piety and Goodnels, 


or 


for which End ** re 2 * Of 


all Men, it chiefly — 3 Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, to in vite into theſe Cauſes; and to aps 


ply the beſt emedies they can * to remove 
them. The many irregular Paſſions of the Heart 


obſtruct the natural and genuine Effects of the 
Goſpel. Bat as it is hardly poſſible. fot Men, 
wholly to ſhake off the pen Applications of 


Religion to their Conſeiences, their Fears 11 | 


Hopes, they are conſtrained: to LN a" formal 


Obedience to ſome of the Precepts * | 


And if a ſeeret Conſciouſneſs of f their b. 
Neglect of its neceſſary 
creates any Diſturbance within, they contrive, 
by ſeveral Methods of an eafier Compeyſation, 


to ſupply their Defects, and atone for them. 


Thus they deceive themſelves, and are deceived 


into a falſe Opinion concerning the Nature and 


per of Religion, and their own great and 

rtant Concern with it. By this, and various 
— 2 Artifices, they elude the Obligations of 
Religion and Righteouſneſs ; ; and, while they 
pay a formal or ſuperſtitious: Repard to the Go- 
= they loſe gebe of its great Deſign. Theſe 

ngs call for the ſtricteſt — Te the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, whoſe ſpecial Office it is to 
watch over the Intereſts Religion, and to re- 
commend it to the Love and Practice of their 
Hearers. And how ſhall they attempt this, with 
the greateſt Probability of Succeſs, or in any 
meaſure reform theſe Evils fo juſtly complained 
off N oer — be W of, mote 


7 | neceſſary 
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and-moſt eſſential Parts . 
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. FN PORE in hor, arty * 2 Us. 
| Aeg than to keep' the principal Deſign 
conſtantly in View, and make all our Labours 
| fubſervient to advance-it. - We muſt not think 
to accompliſhi this Work by a formal Set of Mi- 
niſtetial Offices, or even by the warmeſt Appli- 
cation to the Hearts of Men: But, having G 
conſidered well the Nature and Importance 0 
our Buſineſs with them, we muſt keep our Eye 
ſteadily fixed upon the End; and thus we ſhall 
be directed to make a proper Application of · the 
Means we employ. And as they, to whoſe 
ſpiritual Intereſts our Labours . are 
td de gained over to a Compliance with out 
Deſigns, in a Way ſuitable to their reaſonable. 
Nature, and ſuitable to the Work we ad! 229 
to accompliſh; we muſt therefore engage them 
min the ſame Views and Sentiments with ourſelyes, 
and in a hearty Concurrence with our Endea- 
. vours. In no other Way can we be ſerviceable, 
in promoting ſo good a Work upon the Souls of 
Men, as we may perhaps, in ſome other things, 
| Have the Addreſs to form them to our own Pur- 
| Poſes, blindly, or without ſuch a hearty Concur- 
- rence on their Part. But in this Way, under 
the Conduct and Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, 
(without which the beſt conducted Means will 
be in vain) we may hope to be: ſucceſsful in 
turning many to Righteouſneſs With a View 
to theſe Purpoſes, I beg Leave, in an humble 
| Attempt to an honeſt Diſcharge of the 8 ervice 
I am called to, upon this Occation, (altho” in 


many 
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mahy Keſpects v very DE DOOR A wortliy Per- 
| formance of it) to <2. ke your Tec Mig 

ſome Conſiderations relating to the Work of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and the great End 
they ought to propoſe in every Part of thei 
holy Oer BY the Duty of all, but it 
their Buſineſs and Charge ina ſpecial Mutter, 
to turn Men to LIGHT HO GENEES: Ir is Rey 
Buſineſs, 5 

I. To teach Men the Knowledge of its Na- 
1 ture and Importance. 

N. To bring them to the Love and ne- 

r 
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L. The Miniſters of Fae Goſpe 1 iſt hn 


8 to teach and inſtru their Hearers 
n the Knowledge of Religion and Righteouſ- 
neſs, its Excellency and orch, the Extent of 
its Obligations, the great Importance, and ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of it to our Happineſs. Some 
of the great Lines of our Duty are ritten on 
the Hearts of all Mankind, which the groffeſt 
Depravation of Manners hath not been able 
wholly to eraſe. The Revelation which God 
hath afforded of his Will, gives us juſter and 
larger Views of it, than can poſſibly be deriv- 


ed from any other Source. Now, we muſt 


endeavour to awaken the Attention of Men 


to the Study and Contemplation of ſo intereſt- 


ing a Subject. We muſt call them off from 
their exceſſiye Attachment to other Things, 
which daily engroſs their Thoughts and Cares, 


and 
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within them, the natural Dictates of Con- 
ſcience, and to the brighter Diſcoveries of Re- 
velation. Theſe Precepts of univerſal Righte- 
ouſneſs which are therein marked out to us, 
ve mut open and explain in ſuch a Manner, 
that their Excellency and Beauty may be ſeen 
and acknowledged, and the deepeſt Convietr 
on left upon the Mind, of their ſacred Authori- 
ty, end indienfible. Necefiity. _ This is not to 
be effected by intricate and abſtracted Reafon- 


ings, concerning the F oundation of moral 


Obligations, which would only perplex their 
Heads, but would contribute little to the great 
End of all our Inftrattions, namely, to ca 


tivate the Heart, and to engage Men to the 


Love and Practice of their Duty. And there 


is no need of any claborate Proofs, in fuch a 
refined Way of Reaſoning, to convince Men 
of their Obligations ; they are beſt convinced, 
' When the native Excellency of Religion is held 
forth to their View, and when its intimate 
Connection with their preſent and future Hap- 
pineſs is laid before them, from the Conſide- 
ies of its own 2 e and 1 5 
weighty Motives which are brought to Light 
n | wh TO 
And that our Inſtructions may be accompa- 
died with the Benefit we intend. by them, we 
muſt be particularly careful to detect and re- 
move the falſe or partial Views of Religion, 
which the moſt Part of Mankind are fo fond 
2 "EM RE 


and-turn their Eye to that Light which is 
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to rake. up with. This is 4 difficult, bur with- 
al a moſt necelfary Part of our Buſineſs. Fot 


2 Service, they greatly find their Account; 


in their Lives, without any painful Remorſe; 
and, with much leſs Compunction of Mind, 
they can fatisfy themſelves in the habitual Ne 
lest of the ſeveral inward Virtues, which thefe 
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bur with 


there are a thouſand deceitfüf Evalions which 
Men ingenioully contrive, ih drder to elüde 
their Obligations to perform fuck” Duties, as 
are contrary to their Paſſions and worldly In- 
tereſts; and while they continue under the 
Power of fuch Prejudices, our moſt diligent 
Labours for their Service will prove, in's great 
meaſure, fruitleſs and vain, _ 28 


bus, for Inſtance, how many do we Sb. 


ſerve reſting ſatisfied with an external Form of 
Religion, without ever ſeeming to LY es 
that they have any Concerns of another kitid 
deſerving their Attention and. Care. "They 


conſider Religion as a certain Task impoſed on 


them by ſome arbitrary Commands of God, 
in certain particular Inſtances of an outward 
Obedience. And in this, however butdenfome 


they deceive themſelves into an Opinion, of 
their having fulfilled, in ſome meaſure, the 
moſt neceſſary Obligations of the Goſpel; and, 
under this pernicious Miſtake, they can quiet- 
ly Harbour Sin in their Hearts, and practiſe it 
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_ outward erformances” are but the Means to 
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 cultiyate in the Heart. In Oppoſition to cheſe 
; gcluſive Notion S, We ought to uſe our urmi F 
ns - Endeavours - 


8 ] 


Engeavours to awaken their Conſciences into 


Goodneſs ines in the Heart, that it is 4 Con- 
formity. of the inward Man to the Spirit of the 


| Golpel, and not a mere Compliance with the 


Letter and external Commandment, that it 
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conſiſts in a Participation of the Divine Na- 


ture, and in having the ſame Mind in us that 


was in jeſus Chriſt. This Character of Reli- 
gion is ſo plainly and frequently deſcribed in 
the Scriptures, and ſo obvious to the firſt and 


moſt natural Apprehenſions of an unprejudiced 


Mind, that we can hardly be perſuaded, that 


any who enjoy the Light of the Goſpel ſhould 


labour under ſuch a fatal Miſtake; excepti 


thoſe who wilfully ſhut their Eyes apon the 


Light, and induſtriouſly involve themſelves in 


the thickeſt Darkneſs: Such Perſons therefore 


muſt be rouſed out of this blinded, ſtupid and 
unfeeling State, by the Threatnings and Ter- 
rors of the Lord. This was the Method uſed 
by our Saviour, in his Addreſſes to the Scribes 


and Phariſees, theſe odious Hypocrites, who 
were ſuperſtitiouſly devoted to the outward Ser- 
vice of Religion, and other Rites of their o.] 
deviſing, while they omitted the weightier - 
Matters of the Law, theſe inward and indiſ 
enſible Virtues, the Love of God, Judgment, 
ercy and Faith, Matth. xxiii. Luke xi. 42. 
There is another more ſpecious and delud- 
ing Appearance of Religion, which it greatly 
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concerns us to obſerve in all its F ofms and Des 
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Trees; and that is 1 nd Naben of its 
Syſtem, and the various Emotions which may 
ariſe in the Mind from a zealous Attachment 
to it. Knowledge of every kind gives a very 
pleaſing Entertainment to the Mind of Man, 
which will ſurely be the greater, if the Things 
we contemplate appear great and intereſting. 
And when we perceive a real or imaginary 
Conection in theſe exalted Speculations, this 
too will wonderfully contribute to heighten 
theſe lively Emotions : Nor is there any thing 


- 


at all unnatural in theſe Sentiments and Feel- 
ings ; they are not only innocent, but rational 


and manly, when their objects are juſt, and 


according to Truth, and on many Accounts 


will prove highly ſerviceable to promote a 
practical Regard to Religion and Righteoul- 
' neſs. But then we are to obſerve, that a per- 
fon may be greatly affected, ſometimes trank 
ported into Enthuſiaſm, upon the View of 
theſe Objects, whoſe Greatneſs, Beauty, and 
Importance, are ſtrongly repreſented to the 
Mind, while the Heart may continue inſenſible 
to theſe moral Characters in them, which is 
their greateſt Excellency, and feel none of the 
io ; Diſpoſitions which correſpond to them. 
Thus, in the Works of Nature, many are 
ſtruck with Raviſhment, when they behold 
their ſurpriſing Greatneſs, their agreeable Har- 
mony, and their delightful Beauty. But it is 


| the pious and good Man only, who, by Means 


of theſe, lifts up his Soul in a truly devout A- 
8 B doration 
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 doration of. the 'Divine/ Verfefions which 
thine conſpictivus in them all, in 4 high Eſteem 
of that do ek, ien ne e 

upon them in the moſt viſible. Characters, in 

2 humble Senſe, of his Dependence on his 
Maker, in a hearty Reſignation of himſelf into 
'his Hands, and in a thankful Acknowledgment 
of the Bleſſings he receives. In like Manner, 
ſuppoſe we ſhould be able to trace the Foot- 
ſteps of Divine Wifdom, in the Diſpenſations 
of Grace to Mankind; ſuppoſe we were ſtruck 
with a high Admiration of their Beauty and 
Glory; ſuppoſe our Souls were tranfported 
with a delightful Aſtoniſnment, when we turn 
our Views towards theſe grand and majeſtic 
Objects, which the Goſpel ſets before us, muſt 
we immediately conclude, that we have felt 
"the divine and heavenly Effects, which they 
are intended to produce? No, ſurely. The 
fame Objects may be adapted to employ vari- 
ous Powers of the Mind, and to excite vari- 
ous Sentiments and Affections in our Breaſts. 
"They may afford a proper Exerciſe to our Rea- 
fon, to our Imagination, to our Hopes and 
our Fears, as well as to that Senfe of Religion 
and Virtue, which is planted in the Heart. Of 
ſuch a Nature, are the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity. But theſe, we know, never can have 
their full and genuine Influence upon us, till 
once they have formed us into that Temper 
and Diſpoſition, which the Goſpel propoſes as 
its chief Deſign to effect. Now the great Oe 
— Ee n ſign 
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"gn of of the Gopal” not. to 185 our Curt: 
ty by introducing us to the Knowledge 

ele Beine Truths, which the Light of A 
ture could not diſcover ; nor.to amaze and daſto- 
niſh dur Imagination with the View of its ſub- 
lime Myſteries ; nor even to awaken the other, 
natural Paſhons of the Soul, without intend- 
ing, by all theſe Means, to reach a more noble 
ad Ment End: And therefore, while it re- 


ects of 'our Faith, which may po bl y pro- 
duce all theſe Effects upon many, who are 
little acquainted with the Power o 'Godlinchs, 
it _maniteſtly points to a farther View ; and, 


in all the various Methods by which it ak 

Application to the ſeveral Powers and Paſfions 
| * our Nature, it doth fo, in ſuch a Way, as 
not to detain the Eye, and confine 35 Atten- 


EE re 


tion upon any thin hort of i its e 1 : 


a true Simplicity of Hcart, will eaſily ers 

The End of the Goſpel, and the Grace of Go 

therein diſplayed, is 70 teach Men, to deny Un 
lineſs and wor 1% Lults, and to live foberh, 2 


ouſly and godly i in this preſent World, - The Son 5 - 


of God wwas mani feſted to deſtroy the Works of the 


Devil, and to ſave bis Pe 3-57 from their Sins. 
a 


He gave himſelf for us, that be might redeem us 


from all Iniquity, and purify unta himſelf a pe. 
culiar People, zealous of good Works, The Truth 
that is in Jeſus teacheth us, that we put off, 


Foncern "g's the former ** tion, the old Man, 


which 


ernte in the ſtrongeſt Light, che gr "i Ob- 
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which © is corrupt according to the deceitful Lats, 
and that we bs renewed in "he Spirit of our Mind; 
and that ye put on the new Man, which after 
God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 


Tit. ii. 11—14. t John in. 8. Match. ö. 27. 


Eph. iv. 21—24. And, agreeably to this De- 


Ken, the ſeveral Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 


are attended with the moſt expreſs. Declara- 
tions, that they have all this great and ultimate 
View; namely, to make us 50 as God ts holy, 
and to direct, encourage and aſſiſt us in the 
Purſuit of ſo noble an Attainment. 
No it deſerves to be conſidered; Whether 


| there are not to be found many, who are =_ 


ſeſſed with a high Regard and a warm Zeal f 


the Scheme and Conſtitution. of the Gol; pel, 


whoſe Regard is very low, and their Zeal very 
cold for that Purity, Holineſs, Piety and Vir- 
tue which is the grand Scope of the whole? 
Axe there not to be found Perſons, who have 


a ſincere Attachment to the Principles wherein 
they have been inſtructed, who value them, as 


of great Importance to their everlaſting Inte- 


_ reſts, who, on many Occaſions, feel their In- 
fluence upon their Hopes and Fears, who will 


defend:them. with the moſt flaming Zeal, and 


will ſuffer the hardeſt Things, rather than re- 
nounce 8 Are there not, I ſay, Perſons 
of this ſeemingly devout Character to be found, 
who, if we obſerve them more narrowly, will 
appear to be greatly wanting in the Perform- 


* of the ſubſtantial Tunes of ER 
. . 
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the Goſpel? I ſpeak not of theſe deceiving 


| bl - "oo | | 
and to indulge. themſelves in many Sins quite 
inconſiſtent with the Privileges, and Hopes of 


Hypocrites who make a Shew of Religion, for 
the fake of their own worldly or wicked De- 
ſigns, but of thoſe who are deceived by ſuch 
Effects of it upon themſelves. They imagine 
theſe lively Emotions, which they feel within 
their own Breaſts, to be the genuine Impreſ- 


ſions of Chriſtianity ; whereas, the true Im- 


preſſions of it upon the Heart, theſe which 
correſpond to the exalted Views of its general 
Plan, and the Structure of all its Parts, are of 
a religious and moral kind. A Religion that 
is falſe; Antichriſtian, or merely  Heatheniſh, 
hath, in many Inſtances, been the Object of 
an extravagant Zeal, of the wildeſt Enthuſiaſm, 
of ſuperſtitious Fears, and of vain and deceit- 
ful Hopes. Much more may the natural Paſ- 
ſion of the human Mind be ſtrongly rouſed 
and awakened, through the Belief of the great 
and important Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and, 
by the Concurrence of various Cauſes, be kind- 
led into the moſt tranſporting Exceſſes, while 
the divine and moral Influence of the Goſpel 
may never have reached the Heart. And no 
Wonder, that there are to be ſeen many ſuch 


Characters among the viſible Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, when even ſome Men of great 


Piety and Goodneſs, through the Infirmities 
which attend human Nature, in its moſt im- 


proved State here below, have been too much 
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impoſed on, by be 8 both in 

themſelves and others. | —_— 
It is therefore incumbent on the Miniſters 
of Chrift, to examine with the moſt accurate 
Attention, how far any of their Hearers la- 
bour under ſuch Miſtakes, and to uſe 'their 
beſt Endeavours to bring them to a juſt Senſe 
of Religion, and a fighter Improvement of 
the Principles they eſpoufe. They are, firſt of 
all, to ſet Ebdre them the true Nature of Re- 
ligion, and then to poſſeſs their Minds with a 


firm Perſuaſion, that ſo far only they are en- 


dowed with it, as their Heart and Affections 
_ correſpond to the juſt Sentiments they may 
have tap concerning it; that as the ſeve- 
veral Doctrines of Chriſtianity, its exceeding 
great and precious Promifes, its awful Threat- 
. nings, its outward Adminiſtration, and, in a 


Word, the Conſtitution of every Part of it, 


are all expreſsly intended for rectifying the 

moral Biforders of the Soul, and turning us 
to Righteouſneſs ; ſo, however much they may 
excite our Admiration, our Hopes, our Fears, 
pur Zeal, if in'the mean Hin Yes fall ſhort 
of purifying the Heart, and reforming the 
Life, they have not yet attained their great 
And there is the greater Neceſſity of appt 
ing our Care and Diligence to remove this de- 
ceitful Vail from the Bes of Men, becauſe it 
hath ſuch unhappy Effects upon the Perſons 
who are blinded by it, and is of very ny" 
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Miſtakes, which ſo groſsly 
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5 Conſequence to others. 1 is attended. with 


— 


unhappy Effects upon the Perſons thetnſelves ; 


for it diverts their Thoughts from he great | 


Tntereſts of Religion and Righteouſnels, or 
"makes them entertain a low Opinion of their 
Worth and Excellency. They may think 
themſelves rich and increaſed with Gaads, and 
to habe need of nothing, when they are miſerable 
and wretched, and poor, and blind and naked ; 
and not knowing the Poverty and Indigency 
of their Souls, nor the Value of theſe divine 
Treaſures and ſpiritual Ornaments, of which 
they are deſtitute, how can they ſeek after a 
Supply? Or, by what Means can we prevail 
upon them to do ſo, before we have been in 
ſome Meaſure ſucceſsful in removing theſe 
liſtak 1 ſo. milled them ? 
This Diſpoſition alſo fills the Soul with Pride, 


and a Contempt of others. It weakens or 


pulls aſunder the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Charity 
and Love, the moſt beautiful Ornament of 
our reaſonable Nature, and of our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion. And while Perſons, yet inſenfible 
of their true Good, are wholly devoted to 
theſe imaginary Appearances of it, they will 
naturally wt ag of enlarging the Sphere of 
their Contemplations, of inventing Schemes 
to. account for the Myſteries of. the Goſpel, 


altogether inconſiſtent with its Truth and 


Simplicity, and of erecting ſuch outward 
Forms as they judge moſt proper to ſupport 


them, or embracing thoſe which are prepared 
* | | of * ; ; * as to 
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of Religion, might eaſily be borrowed from 
the Tyranny and Perſecution practiſed by that 


 Admiration of i its Syſtem and external Form, 


of rectikying theſe Miſtakes, and preyenting 


pp, 


themſelves depend upon an Authority no le 
than Divine; and from thence they will eafily 
de led to believe, that a {ſcrupulous Regardro 
them is a ſafe and infallible Method 7 eſcap- 
ing the Puniſhment. of their Sins in an after 
State: And thus they create to themſelves 2 
monſtrous Idol, before which they fall down 
and worſhip. 

The Church of Rome affords an Inſtuncs of 
Gach groſs Corruption, in the higheſt Degree 
we can well i imagine ; there are Folia ices 'of 
it in lower Degrees among. Proteſtants, and in 
many particular Perſons who en the Pu- 
reſt Faith. | 

Many Examples, of the veralGous Conſe- | 
quences to Mankind of this deluding Form 


I» "4 


an 


Antichriſtian Church, againſt all who - differ 
from her. And indeed Perſons of whatever 
Perſuaſion and Denomination among Chriſti- 
ans, who. place all their Religion, in a fond 


will be found very defective in theſe good Of. 

fices they owe to others; and if à blinded 

Zeal greatly imbitter their Spirits, it will not 

fail to ſhew itſelf in its moſt deſtructive Effects, 

1 to the Power ey have 1 in mer 
nds 


Now, if we can be the Fader Inſtruments 
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their 
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ould this Conſideration engage our moſt 


ſo good a Work? And it will greatly encou- 
rage dur Diligence this Way, to reflect ſeri- 
ouſly, that there ate many, who, if they were 
entirely delivered from the Power of theſe. 
deluding Appearances, would become the 
brighteſt Ornaments of Religion. If we 
could fix their principal Attention upon the 
Excellency of the divine and moral Part of 
Religion, that Righteouſneſs which the righte- 
ous Tore loveth, which is the Perfection and 
Happinels of God, and in Conformity to 
ſixewiſe; if we could perſuade them, that all 
the Doctrines and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 
are deſigned to form our Hearts into this love- 
ly Character; if thus we could direct their Zeal 


fervent Exerciſe, what deſirable Conſequen- 
ces would ſuch a Change produce? The Apo- 
{tle Paul was bred up to the higheſt Venera- 
tion of the ſtrifteſt Set among the Jews, that 

ed their Tenets 


the Name of Jeſus, and to perſecute his Diſ- 
| wer onion. © he W154 1 ciples 


heir dangerous 1 how much 


prudent and active Endeavours, in attempting 
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which conſiſts our Happineſs, and Perfection | 


towards an Object fo well deſerving its moſt 
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dour of Spirit, his indefatigable Taduſtry, were 


now employed in defence and fupport of the 
Chriſtian Cauſe; In ſupport of the Chriſtian 


Cauſe, not merely as a new and 5 


of Principles, which he had found Reaſon to 


adopt, inſtead of the old phariſaical Syſtem; 
but as a Religion, which, by all its DoQrines 
and Precepts, propoſed this grand Aim, to re- 
eover a degenerate Race to the Perfection and 
Happineſs of their Nature. No Man entered 
more fully into theſe Werts no Man did e- 
ver proſecute them with a warmer, yet well 


conducted, Zeal ; no Man eyer exprefled grea- 
ter Moderation. and Charity in thoſe Diffe- 
rences, which did not affect the vital Intereſts 
of Religion and Righteouſneſs, or diſcovered 
a keener Oppoſition (in the Way ſtill of 
Meekneſs and Love) againſt fuch Perſons as 
reſted in a Form of Godlineſs, and in a vain 
 Admiration of ſpeculative myſterious Opinions. 
But farther, we muſt fully and clearly ex- 
plain to our People, the ſeveral Branches of 
Righteouſneſs, infiſting chiefly upon theſe 
which axe of the greateſt Importance, but not 
regarded as their Lmportance deſerve. 
- - Have we not frequent Occaſion to obſerve, 


in how low a Degree many, who affect the 


Reputation of a religious Character, are en- 
 dowed with a Spirit of univerſal Love and 
7 Good- 


le with che moſt implacable Rage: But 
er he was converted'to the Faith of Chrift;. 
the great Lalents he was Maſter of, His Ar- 
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(ooducls, which is che .of the Com- 
mandment.? I bis therefore we onght warmly 


Reaſon and Revelation conſpire to dictate. 5 


we attend to the Conſtitution DE aur Nature, F 


we ſhall find it actuated with various Paſſions 
and Affections, ſome regarding ourſelves,” "and; 
what we-call our own Intereſt, ſome tending 
to the good of others. Many of the fame A 
fections are to be obſerved in Creatures of a 
lower Rank, but in them, they are directed 


| by their own immediate Imp bulſe, whereas 1 in 


Mankind they are under the Direction of 
Reaſon, and . a Senſe of Duty. And, if 
faithfully conſult the . DiQates: of Reaſon an 
ren, we will find no Diſpoſition more 
ceable to the original Deſign of our Frame, 
than a ſincere and diſintereſte. good Will to our 


fellow Creatures. The Obligations to culti- 


vate that-generous Principle, and to perform 
theſe; good Offices which flow. from it, are 
the moſt intimate to our Nature, and the Senſe 
of them ſo, over- bearing, that how much ſoe- 
ver it ow be weakened, and obſtructed in its 
Exerciſe, b Superſtition and the Habits of 
Vice, yet,. 1 believe, there cannot be found 
an Inſtance where it is totally extinguiſhed. 
To behold this lovely Character in others, 
when it diſplays its full Strength and Beauty, 
mu uniform Courſe of Well doing, fills t 
ul with the moſt pleaſing Efteem and ad. 
men. How uanlporting then the Enjoy- 
ment, 


, 
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ans, .v 3 we: Ta * lr i it; En this 


manner ourſelves But a Diſpoſition, where 
the ſelfiſh Paffions have the conſtant Aſcen- 
dent, how juſtly the Obje of univerſal Con- 
tempt? And where. Wrath, Malice and En- 
W are Jodged, how juſtly the Object of uni- 


verſal Indignation ? And theſe inhumane Paf- 
ions are the Torment and Miſery of the Per- 


{ons in whom they dwell. _ 

All this is =AS the Voice of Nature, the 
Lan ge o o* Conſcience within our Breaſt, 
atter of undoubted Experience. And 
- God ſpeaks to us from Heaven, in the 
Revelation of his Will to Mankind, there i is 
nothing he enjoins with a greater Variety of 


affecting Co ſiderations, than the Duties of 


9 Charity, Charity to all, eſpecially 
7 them that are of the Hu hold of 1855 Gal. 
vi. 10. Whatever Arguments are uſed, in or- 
der to enforce any Part of our Obedience, or 
theſe general Precepts that comprehend the 
whole of it, we ſhall find particularly applied 
to this Subj ect. This is a manifeſt Evi ence 
(beſides what we find fre uently aflerted in 
the moſt expreſs Terms) that one principal 
View of the Goſpel is, to recover us from 
that narrow, contracted and ſelfiſh Spirit, in- 
to which the Generality of Mankind are ſunk, 
and from all theſe hateful Paſſions which 
ſpring from it; to ſweeten our Diſpoſitions, to 
wake us kind, benign, merciful and compaſ- 
ſionate, to diſpoſe us forwatching Opportunt- 

tles 
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and whoſe tender Mercies are over all bis Works, 


the Son of God, to whoſe generous and 
friendly Interpoſition we are indebted for all 


are laid before the Mind, we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, they will produce happy Effects u 
on thoſe who regard the Authority and Obli- 


owned, there are many who ſeem to regard 
themſelves with very flight” Aalen to excuſe 


5 of this Kind are 2 ent, that they 
open to every one's Ob 
go as in other Inſtances of Selt-deceit, we 


ings of a double Heart, and to expoſe the art- 
fu Diſguiſ; guiſes which many aſſume, to hide the 


ner, upon he 1 Neceſſity © this Vir- 
tue, and their Minds a deep Con- 
viction, * no Pretences to Religion, or any 


the moſt ſplendid and dazling Appearances of 
it, 1 upon, as an Evidence of 
he: of their State, where there is an 
habitual 


* 


Bes to do good, and rejoicing in - the Per- ; 
formance of it, in Imitation of the God 
whom we worſhip, whoſe Nature is Love, 
and in Imitation of the amiable Example of 2 


our Hopes. hen the many affecting Mo- N 
tives to the Exerciſe of this divine Temper 


gations of the Goſpel. But yet it muſt be 
its Authority in other things, but can ſatisfy . 
their Neglect of ſo in rtant a Duty. Ex- 
ervation. And ; 


muſt take care to unfold the various Wind- 


Blemiſhes and Defects of their Character from 
their own Eyes, and from the Cenſure of o- 
thers. We are to infiſt, in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
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habitual Diſregard 15 the * Juſtice and 
Charity, or where there is not an honeſt and 
careful Endeavour to cultivate the Love of 
them in the Heart. We muſt point forth the 
hatural and neceſſary Connection there is be- 
tween the ſeveral Virtues of Religion among 
themſelves, and the powerful Influence they 
have all upon this Chriſtian Grace; that they, 
who pay a Regard to other Inſtances of Obe- 
dience, may A and feel their Obligations 
to this likewife. Do we entertain worthy 
Thoughts of the divine Goodneſs ? Are our 
Hearts warmed with a Senſe of its Beauty, 
and filled with an ingenuous Gratitude for the 
Bleſſings we derive 2 it? Do we acknow- 
ledge this Fribute of Praiſe and Thankfgiving 
to be juſtly due to our God and Saviour? And 
muſt we not at the ſame time confeſs, that if 
theſe pious Diſpoſitions to God are planted in 
the Heart, Charity and Benevolence to Men 
will take Root with them, and receive its Vigour 
and Increaſe from the cheriſhing Influences of 
the others. For, how can we eſteem that 
Perfection in God, which we are not concer- 
ned to be endowed with ourſelves? . Or do 
we think, we can offer up an acceptable Sa- 
crifice of Praiſe, without à ſincere Imitation 
of the Goodneſs we adore? In like manner, 
if we have a tender Concern for the Honour 
of God, and the Intereſts of Religion, we can- 
not miſs to obſerve ourſelves, and to lead 

others to the ſame Perſuaſion, that nothin 
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will tend more effectually ti advance theſe 
glorious Des, than a heartyInclination'ts 
promote the Happineſs of others, and an un- 
wearied Diligence in this Labour of Love. 
For Goodneſs and Love is the Glory of God. 
and the Exerciſe of it is of the very Effence 
of Religion, and one of the chiefeſt Intereſts 
it tecommends. This is the diſtin _— 
Mark, by which Chriſt would have is Dit- 
ciples known from others; and, when they 
bear a Reſemblance to that fair Example he 
hath fet before them in this God- like Virtue, | 
they do Honour to his Name, and to the i} 
Power and Excellency of his Religion which | 
bog profeſs. Wherever, therefore, there is a 
truly Chriſtian Zeal, it will exert itfelf with 
the greateſt- Ardour of doing good to Man- 
kind; and, even when it is employed in De- 
fence of the beſt Cauſe, againſt the keeneſt 
Oppoſition of unreaſonable Men, it is ſtill at- 
tended with a Rs Jos Will to the moſt 
contentious and-perverfe- Spirits, and with all 
8 5 Marks and Expreſſions of an unfeigned 
Zoncern for their Reformation and Welfare. 
And this is the Method that bids faireſt for 
reclaiming thoſe, who are not irrecoverably 
loft, But, the contrary Spirit of Wrath, and 
Bitterneſs, <worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God, 
nor can ever become a * Inſtrument of 
adyancing the Happinefs and Salvation of 
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There is another ſtill more eminent Branch 


of Righteouſnels, which we ought, with the 
fn Care, to form in the Hearts of Men, 


* 


and that, is Piety, which comprehends all 


theſe devout Exerciſes of the Soul which are 


due to God, which correſpond to the Excel- 
lency of his Nature, and our State of Depen- 
dence upon him. A Senfe of Religion and Vir- 


tue is the nobleſt Endowment ot our reaſon- 


able Beings; to cultivate and cheriſh it in the 
Heart, is the Sum of our Duty; to love it, and 
and enjoy its delightful Feelings, is the. ſu- 
preme Bleſſedneſs we aſpire after. But where 
ſhall we find an Object complete in itſelf, and 
adequate to the high Improvement and vigo- 
rous Exerciſe of this divine Temper, but in 
God? In how high a Degree ſoever a. finite 
Being may be adorned with the Perfection of 
Goodneſs, we can form in our Minds a Con- 
ception of ſomething beyond it. But the 
Soul cannot be fatisfied with the Contempla- 
tion and Love of the moſt exalted Qualities, 
which are merely imaginary, and have no re- 
al Exiſtence. It is a Perſuaſion that every 
thing that is great, and good, and holy, hath 
a areal Exiſtence in the divine Nature, without 
any Limits, and beyond a Poſſibility of In- 
creaſe. It is, I ſay, a thorough Perſuaſion 
of this, that can entirely ſatisfy our Souls, 
anſwer our Expectations, and fulfil, our Wiſh- 
es; which alone can give full Security to the 
Mind of the Continuance of its a 4 
5 wWwhic 
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and Ambition after higher Degrees of Perfection 
and Glory, And can there poſſibly enter into 
the Heart of Man more tranſporting Proſpects, 
or more triumphant Hopes? But theſe Views 
and Hopes dwell only with the pious and good 
Man; he only is capable to reliſh them, and re» 
joice in them. And as it is our Buſineſs to train 
up the Souls of Men to a Meetneſs for partake- 
ing theſe divine Pleaſures, how much doth it 
concern us to excite them 'to the Exerciſe and 
Improvement of the devout Affections, which 
are the only ſolid and permanent Foundation of 
Peace and Joy, in our Paſſage through this 
World, and of our higheſt Felicity in our fu- 
ture and eternal State. ; 7 

For this End we ought, above all things, ta 
be careful that we inftrut them in the true 
Knowledge of God, and lead their Minds to juſt 
Apprehenſions of him. That there is One, Su- 
preme, Eternal, All-knowing, and Almighty 
Being, at the Head of the Univerſe, to whole 
Diſpoſal we and all things are ſubject, is the 
common Faith and Profeſſion of Chriſtians, But 
it is greatly to be feared, that ſcarce any other 
Idea and Character of Divinity enters into the 
Minds of many, who in Words ſeem to ac- 
knowledge his moral Perfections, and who would 
be thought to worſhip him with a true Devo- 
tion. Now, what are the Diſpoſitions of Heart 
which correſpond to ſuch partial Apprehenſions 
of God? Whatever they are, or how much ſo- 
NT EE ever 


26 | 
Ever they may wh us, we ſhall find nothing 
of that rational Veneration, Eſteem and Love, 
which is the firſt and great Commandment ; no- 
thing of a chearful and pious Reſignation to his 
Diſpenſations ; no ingenuous Truſt and Confi- 
dence in him; there ſhall be no Deſires after a 
near and intimate Converſe with him ; no hear- 
ty Inclination and aſſiduous Care to perform the 
Duties of that everlaſting Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs, which we do not in our Conceptions 
unite to the other Attributes we aſcribe to him; 
nor any, Delight in thoſe Services which we may 
imagine to be acceptable to him. Is it not part- 
ly owing to very unworthy Thoughts of God, 
that Perſons, who appear to have a ſtrong Senſe 
and high Eſteem of Goodneſs and Virtue in the 
Characters of Men, have ſo low a Senſe of Pie- 
ty and Devotion, or that they worſhip God in 
a Manner fo unbecoming his Nature, and with 
many Mixtures of a ſuperſtitious Service? For 
if they have not a lively Perſuaſion of his Good- 
neſs, they cannot love him; and if they do not 
love him, they will chuſe, as far as they can, 
to avoid thoſe religious Duties which are the 
Means of keeping up an Intercourſe with him. 
Or if the Conſtraints of Fear force them to a 
ſcrupulous Obſervance of all the Forms of God- 
lineſs, we may eaſily imagine, how diſagreeable an 
Exerciſe this will prove to themſelves, and there- 
fore unpleaſing and unacceptable to God: And 
the hard Thoughts they entertain of God, and 
his Service, will make them bury their * Ta- 
29 ents, 


2 

lents, while they are AY employed in theſe 
outward Performan ces, by which they are defi- 
rous to allay their Dread of that Being whom 
they cannot love. We fee then of what Impor- 
tance it is, that Men ſhould entertain worthy 
Conceptions of God, and how neceſſary a Part 
of our-Duty to open their Minds, that they may 
receive theſe lovely Repreſentations of his Na- 
ture, by which he delights to be known to the 
Sons of Men, and. for which he requires their 
Adoration, their Eſteem and Obedience. We 
muſt teach them Iikeways what true Goodneſs 
is; what is Holineſs, Juſtice, Faithfulneſs; what 
is that Righteouſneſs which the righteous Lord. 
loveth, which is the great Law of his Nature, 
the Rule of his Government and Diſpenſations 
in-everyPart of his wide Dominion, and through- 
out all the Ages of Eternity. The Excellency 
of theſe moral Characters muſt be fully deſcrib- 
ed, that Men, perceiving their Dignity and 
Worth, may love them with the moſt ardent 
Affection, in that Being who poſſeſſes them 1 in 
their original Luſtre and Beauty. 

We muſt allo, in a particular Manner, dad 
vour to bring our Hearers to a lively Senſe of 
their continual Dependence upon God, and of 
their Obligations to thoſe religious Regards which 
they owe to him under that Character and Re- 
lation. We are not the Authors of our Beings, 
nor of any of the Bleſſings we enjoy. Our Pow-ẽ- 
ets and Capacities af Enjoyment are not our own, 
nor r doth the Continuance and Exerciſe of them 


depend 
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depend ourſelves. And even when we 
employ our Skill and Induftry with Succeſs, what 
do we more but gather and taſte the rich Pro- 
viſion that is offered to our Hands? Many of 
the outward Enjoyments of Life are beyond our 
Reach; and all of them are uncertain and vari- 
able. We cannot ſecure ourſelves againſt the 
numerous Calamities we are every Moment ob- 
noxious to; nor can we always remove them, 
when they fall to our Share. We are therefore 
dependent Beings, But we depend upon God, 
the Father of Mercies, all whoſe Ways and Diſ- 
nfations are juſt and good. Now is it not 
highly reaſonable, to acknowledge our .Depen- 
dence upon our Maker, to acknowledge it with 
thoſe Diſpoſitions of Heart, Reſignation, Grati- 
tude and Confidence, which are ſuitable to theExi- 
gencies of our State, our Obligations to his Good- 
neſs, and the reviving Hopes he affords us; All 
Mankind ſenſibly feel themſelves in many things 
dependent upon their Fellow Creatures; they 
have all frequent Occafion to implore the Aſſiſ- 
tance of others, for what they cannot do for 
themſelves, to reſign ſome of their valuable Con- 
cerns into the Hands of a wiſe and faithful 
Friend, and to expreſs their Gratitude to their 
Benefactors. And how much more reaſonable, 
that we pay thoſe dutiful Acknowledgments to 
that infinitely great and good Being, who hath 
the abſolute Diſpoſal of our Lot, to whom we 
are indebted -for all the Bleſſings we enjoy, by 
whatever Means, whether of our own Appli- 
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cation, or the Favc ur of others, we immediately 
receive them; eſjdecially conſideting, that we 
have numberleſs Wants, of which we cannot by 


theſe Means find : ny Supply, and numberleis 


Calamities and Gri-zvances which theſe Means 
cannot redreſs. So that, if there was no God, 
we ſhould, in many of the deſperate Exigencies 
of Life, be left deſtitute of our only Support 
and: Conſolation. If there was no God, how 
ſhould an ingenuons Mind have an Opportunity 
of exerciſing his Gratitude? ( that moſt agree- 
able Diſpoſition of the Soul, which more than 
doubles the Enjoyment of what we receive) how 
ſhould he have an Opportunity of exerciſing it 
in that full Meafure in which he loves to indulge 
it, in proportion to the Worth and Extent of 
the good things he poſſeſſes? To whom ſhould 
he return his thankful Acknowledgments for his 
moſt valuable Bleſſings, the greateſt of theſe be- 
ing beyond the Power of 'our Fellow Creatures 
either to confer or with-hold, and thoſe, which 
they have in their Power to beſtow, not being 
originally and independently their own. But if 
we believe there is a God, the Author of our 
Beings, and the Fountain of all our Mercies, 
how reaſonable a Tribute this, he requires from 
us his dependent Creatures, to acknowledge that 
Relation wherein we ſtand to him, with all 
thoſe Affections which are ſuitable to it? and 
what an unſpeakable Source of Joy to a well- 
diſpoſed Mind in every Circumſtance of Life. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Views of Thing as they relate to 
out preſent Eſtate, both Reaſon and Revela- 
tion ſet before us. But Revelation carries our 
Views much farther, even heyond the limits of 
'Fime, and teaches us what we have to hope, 
or fear in a future State of Exiſtence from that 
Being on whom we depend. It repreſents to 
us our ſinful and degenerate State, the miſe- 
Table Conſequences of it in the other World, 
and the wiſe and gracious Proviſion made for 
our Recovery to a State of Perfection and Hap- 
pineſs, in the Scheme of our Redemption b 
fetus Chriſt. Theſe are Subjects of ſuch vaſt 
Concernment, that they juſtly challenge the 
moſt attentive Conſideration, and moſt ſerious 
Regard from all to whom they are propoſed. 
Wie ought therefore to apply ourſelves to the 
diligent Study of this wonderful Plan of Re- 
demption, that we may be capable to inſtruct 
our Hearers in the true Knowledge and the 
worthy Improvement of it. The Manifeſta- 
tion of the Divine Goodneſs in and through 
Jetas Chriſt, as it affords the ſtrongeſt Motives 
to the Performance of the ſeveral Duties 
of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs ; 
fo, in a particular Manner, it tends to diſpoſe 
the Mind for the Exerciſe of the moſt exalted 
Devotion, and to eſtabliſh an unſhaken Con- 
fidence in God for all our valuable Intereſts 


in Time and Eternity. He that ſpared not his 


own Son, but delivered him up far us all, how 
ſhall be not with him freely give us all T _— ? 
- | Om. 
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Rom. viii. 32. Ti Sel frets us likeways 
to return theſe pious Acknowledgments to our 
bleſſed Saviour; and indeed with the higheſt 
Reaſon. If the Dignity and Excellency of 
this Divine Perſon, God manifeſted in the 
Fleſh ; if his amazing Condeſcenſion, in ſub- 
mitting to the Infirmities and Miſeries of this 
mortal State, that he might raiſe us up to the 
higheſt Glory and Happineſs ; if his generous 
and diſintereſted Love to Men, which he ex- 
preſſed by a conſtant Series of good Offices 
through his Life, and by a chearful and pa- 
tient Endurance of the bittereſt Agonies, for 
our ſake, at his Death; if his continual Atten- 
tion, now that he is in Heaven, to our Wants 
and Infirmities in this World, and a friendly 
Sympathy with us under all the Preſſures of 
Affliction and Temptation; if that high Au- 
thority wherewith he is inveſted by his heaven- 
ly Father, his Ability to diſcharge the Offices 
of ſo grand a Commiſſion, for ſecuring our 
wideſt and moſt laſting 'Intereſts, and a Con- 
cern for theſe Intereſts, and an Inclination to 
promote them, equal to his almighty Power ; 
if the expreſs Commands of the Goſpel, that 
all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as they bo- 
nour the Father; if all theſe Conſiderations 
are of any Weight to engage our Eſteem, to 
excite our Gratitude, and juſtify our Confi- 
dence, all theſe and many more concur to in- 
' ſpire us with the ſtrongeſt Senſe of our Obli- 
gations to our Redeemer, and to courage 
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the molt unreſerved Reliance ug on him for his 
Aſſiſtance in a Courſe of faith ful Service io 
God, and for our Admittance ii to the heaven- 
ly Inheritance, which, by his perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs, and his Obedience vinto Death, he 
hath purchaſed for us. If we have a lively 
Senſe of the Importance of iche Chriſtian Doc- 
trine concerning our Redem ption, through the 
Propitiation of Talks: and of the Regards which 
are due to his divine and imiable Character, 
we will think ourſelves greatly concerned to 
lead others into a juſt Conception of this glo- 
rious Inſtitution, and to theſe Sentiments and 
Diſpoſitions of Heart, which correſpond to all 
its 5 and particular ly to theſe dutiful Re- 
turns of Love, Truſt and Gratitude, which 
we owe to our great Mediator. I need not 
obſerve, with what particular Care, in our Ap- 
plication of theſe Subjects to Practice, we 
ſhould guard our Hearers againſt the monſtru- 
ous Abnuſes, to which they have been perverted 
by many ; who inſtead of being animated by 
them to the. Pxactice of true and undefiled Re- 
ligion, haue been emboldened to continue in 
their Vices from a preſumptuous Reliance upon 
the Merits of Chriſt. This is directly oppoſite 
to the Deſign of Chriſtianity, and the natural 
Tendency of the Grace of God therein re- 
vealed. © / And nothing, I am perſuaded, will 
have a ſtr-onger Influence upon a truly ingenu- 
ous and g rateful Spirit, to excite the moſt vi- 
gorous E ndeavours againſt all Manner of Sin, 


and 
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| and an unwearied B28 towards further Ad-. 


vances in Righteouſneſs, than the affecting 
Conſideration of the Riches of Divine Grace 
in Jeſus Chriſt. And as nothing tends more to 
encourage our Truſt, to baniſh; our Fears t 
enliven our Hopes, and exalt our Joys; ſo no- 
ching will more effectually incline us to aſpire 
after the neareſt Conformity to the perfect 
Example of the Son of God, than a deep 
| and penetrating Senſe of his wonderful Love 
to the Sons of Men, and of theſe compaſſio- 
_ nate Feelings and Regards in our Behalf, of 
which his partaking of the human Nature, 
makes him ſuſceptible, and of which he hath 
left us many ſtriking and tender Inſtances in 
his: Miniſtrations for our Service hen here be- 
low. For ſurely! there is not àa more power- 
ful Inducement in human Life, . to: the Imita- 
tion of a virtuous Character, than its being 
joined with the endearing Condeſeenſion of a 
generous Friendſhip, eſpecially, if that Friend- 
ſhip hath made the Perſon deſcend far belo y 
his own Rank, in order to place himſelf more 
upon A Level with ourſelves, that he might 
have the faireſt Opportunity for affording us 
the friendly Aſſiſtance we had need of, for 
opening a Way to a free and familiar Inter- 
ere Win M... 
In this Manner we ought to teach our 
Hearers the Nature and Excellency of theſe re- 
ligious Regards, which are due to our God and 
Saviour. Moreover, theſe pious Diſpoſitions I 
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hive men "RY 1 AL. connected with 
that humble ſelf⸗denying T emper, Which is 
neceſſary to our Acceptance with God, ne- 
ceſſary to the Perfection of the other Virtues, 
atid a moſt beautiful Ornament to them all: 
And therefore we find our holy Religion ear- 
neſtly enjoins this eminent Virtue, by the moſt 
expreſs Precepts, by the engaging Example of 
the Son of God, by the Doctrine it ſets before 
us, concerning the "Dilpentation: of Grace and 
eternal Life t through his Mediation; and, in a 
Word, by the peculiar Geliius and Complecti- 
GH of its Wie Conſtitution. This Lemper 
doth not conſiſt in entertaining a low Eſteem 
_ of theſe Graces and Virtues wWwherewith cur 
Souls may be adorned, or in an affected re- 
nouncing of all Pretences to them; but it 
conſiſts in a juſt Knowledge of what we are, 
of our State and Circumſtance, of our.own na- 
tural Indigency, Weakneſs and Unworthineſs, 
with a ſincere and unfeigned Diſpoſition of 
aſcribing to God, and not to ourſelves, all tlie 
Good we have, or hope for. Whatever valu- 
able Endowments we are poſſeſſed of, if in the 
mean time we view them with a ſelfiſh Kind 
of Complacency, doth not this ſecret Triumph 
of Pride and vain Glory depreciate their 
Worth; and muſt it not be greatly offenſive to 
God, of whoſe Goodnels, in beſtowing them, 
we are fo inſenſible, and to which we are 
ſo backward in paying our thankful Acknow- 
les ments? This humble Senſe of our De- 


pendence 


— 
6 


nce upon God will teach us likeways to, 
eware of looking upon the Talents and Bleſs»: 
ings, - we call our own, with a-felfiſh and par- 
tial Regard, in compariſon. of thoſe which are 


the P tnx of others. It will teach us to 


value true Worth and Goodneſs in them, as 
much as in ourſelves, A generous, fair and 
open Approbation of their Merit, and an E- 
ſteem of it, in Proportion to the Degree in 
which we obſerve it, free from all detracting 


Envy of their good Qualities, and without 


magnifying thoſe which we ourſelves are pof- 
ſefled. of, or vainly boaſting of them; this; I. 
ay, is one of the nobleſt Attainments we can 
aſpire after. So that Humllity} tho ſometimes: 


thiſtaken for a mean-ſpixited -and | degrading; 
Quality, yet appears, if truly underſtood, to be 


a principal Ingredient of à great and exalted. - 
Character. It is an Attainment, indeed the, 
moſt difficult, and the laſt of all to be acquired 
in its full Extent; and when we are endowed 
with the other Virtues, this is neceſſary to 
compleat their Perfection. Nothing there- 
fore can be more reaſonable than the Exerciſe 


of this Chriſtian Grace, nothing more neceſ- 
ary, nothing ſurely more becoming us, who. 


are ſo fully inſtructed by the Light of Revela- 
tion, to 2 all our Bleſſings of every Kind 
to the Goodneſs and Grace of God. For 


what have we in the whole Compaſs of our 
preſent Attainments and Enjoyments, or in 


the boundleſs Extent: of our future Hopes, 


Wat 
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what hive we, that we have not receiyed? 
Now if we have received it, why do we glory, 
as if we had not received it? 1 Cor. iv. 7. 


Me cannot too often put our Hearers in 
mind of their Obligations to theſe Duties of 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs. And when we ob- 
ſerve, that the Neglect of them is chiefly: ow - 
ing to a fond Attachment to ſenſible Good, and 
an unwearied Application to obtain it, we will 
ſee, of what Importance it is to convince them 
of their Obligations to the habitnal Exerciſe of 


Temperance, Self-denial and Mortification, 
which are of ſo great Neceſſity to purify our 


Minds, and to form them to a Relith for the 
Buſineſs and Joys of Religion. Our heavenly 
Father doth not debar us from taſting any of 
theſe Pleaſures he himſelf hath provided for us. 


He only requires, that we beware of indulging 


the jmmoderate Love and Purſuit of earthly 


Things, and chat we preſerve. our Souls free 


and diſingaged from their captivating: Allure- 
ments; and therefore, with all the tender Con- 
cern of a wiſe Parent for the Happineſs of his 
Children, he ſtrictly enjoins us to ſubdue all 
the irregular' Paſſions of the animal Life, and 


to withdraw bur Affections from the Love of 


this World, as becomes | thoſe to do, | who are ; 
called to partake of an infinitely more noble 
and exalted Happineſs, but which we never 


can have any great Inclination to ſeek after, 


nor be in a proper Diſpoſition to enjoy, till 
once the vehement and turning Deſires — 4 | 
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theſe low and contemptible Objects are extin- 


And when we conſider too, Nhat an unhap- 
py Influence a perpetual Converle With exter- 
nal Things hath upon the Mind, in;diverting 
its Attention from ſpiritual Things, and weak- 
ening the Senſe of our Obligations, we will 


* 
* 
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hence be furniſhed with 2 very powerful Ar- 
nent to recommend to them the frequent 

Pradtice of Retirement from the Buſineſs and 

Noiſe of the World, where outward Objects 

continually preſs upon the Senſes, and are apt 

Sol the Powers and Paſſions of the. 
u V! 


oul. We muſt endeayqur to perſuade them, 
of what excellent Service theſe Seaſons of Re- 
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tifement would be, when e in Read- 


ing, - Meditation, and Prayer to, God, in order 
to bring them to an Acquaintance with them- 
ſelves, to convince, them of their own inward: 
Poverty and Sinfulneſs, of the Vanity of the 
Worl > and all its flattering Amuſements, to. 
fill them, with a deep Senſe of their Depen- 
dence upon God, and their Obligations to his, 
Goodneſs, to awaken into Exerciſe all the di- 
vine Virtues, to ſtrengthen. the Habits of them 
in their Hearts, and to. prepare them for the 
conſtant and uniform Practice of their Duty, 
when they return agaln to the buſy Scene of 
worldly Employments, and their Commerce 
with. others, amidſt all the threatening Temp- 
tations which ſurround them. We ought allo 
to repreſent to them the great Adyantage 3 
Rel 25 . the 
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the publick Inſtitutions of the Goſpel; where 
the united Conſent and hearty Concurrence of 

many, in the ſame pious Exerciſes, will, by a 
powerful Sympathy, greatly contribute to en- 
en the Devotion of every Individual who is 
ſincerely engaged in it. We muſt carefully 
inſtruct our Hearers in the Nature and De- 
ſign of theſe religious Duties, which the Ex- 
ample and Precepts of our great Maſter, and 


his Apoſtles, do ſo earneſtly recommend to our 


daily Practice, that Men may not content 
themſelves with a fuperficial Performance of 
the outward Part, nor reſt in it as the End of 
Religion, (of which groſs and fatal Abuſe we 
find numberleſs Inſtances) but that they may 
attend upon them with a conſtant Regard to 
the Deſign of their Appointment, namely, to 
affect our Minds with a ſtronger Senſe of Re- 
ligion and Righteouſneſs, and to diſpoſe us to 
the Practice c its Duties, upon all Occaſions, 
and in every Part of our daily Converſation. 


We muſt, in the laſt place, endeavour to im- 


print upon the Minds of Men a ſtrong and un- 
alterable Perſuaſion, that Riphtcouſnek is of ab- 
foluteNeceffity to ourHappinefs. This appears 


manifeſt from the exprefs Declarations of the 
Goſpel. It - eh no leſs manifeſt from the 


Nature of the Thing,however little it. isattend- 


ed to. There is a neceſſary and inſeparable 
Connection between Vice and Miſery, between 
Holineſs and Happineſs. This we ſhould take 
Care frequently to illuſtrate and explain in the 


fulleſt 
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falleſt Manner, that we may fix upon the Coir- 
ſciences of our Hearers a y Conviction of 
its Truth and Importance. If we could do ſo 


effectually, what would be the Conſequence? 
It would prevent theſe deceitful Hopes, where- 
with many flatter themſelves of being happy in 
Heaven, without the Preparations of Holineſs 
and a Conformity to God. And the Hopes eif 
that Happineſs, depen . the neeeflary- 
Qualifications-of a divine Temper, and a holy- 
Difpoſition- of Mind, would inſpire good Men 
with the greateſt Ardour, in purſuing after the. 
higheſt Attainments in Righteouſneſs. It doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be, in all. reſpects, 
kereafter; \but, we. know, that when be {hall ap- 
pear, we ſball be like him, for we ſball ſee him 
as be is. And every Man, that hath this Hope 
in him, purtfieth hiinſelf, even as he is pure. 


Jes, 0 SSCL writ ct 857 
II. In the Proſecution of this great Work 
of turning Men to Righteouſneſs, we muſt not 
ſatisfy ourſelves, with having taught them to 
conceive the juſteſt and moſt comprehenſive 
Notions of its Nature and Obligations, but 
muſt alſo labour to inſpire their 8 
the warmeſt Love of it, that thus they may, 
by the natural Energy of this excellent Prin- 
ciple, be engaged to practiſe it, and to aim at 
a-neater Reſemblance to it, in the whole of : 
their Character and Converſation. There is a 
natural Approbation of Virtue to be found, in 
ſome Degree; in every one of the human Race, 

= a I without 
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i which as Salbe no Ads 
{ amd) Mankind to anſwer the Purpoſes of 
Keligion. There is in ſome a ſtron be Senfs 
of its Charms, and of its juſt and native Au- 
thority to command, while the Heart maye6ri/ 
2 ren to its 1 and the Fife 
at Variahee wich its Prec ina true 
Qhriſtian, there muſt be 2 N Veßera- 
tio and Eſteem of its Excellency, as may pre- 
vaill over all the other Paſfions, and becötte 2 
ſteady Principle of univerſal Obedience. This 
dur Saviour fequites, as à nHeceſſary Term of 
bein his Diſciples.” Marnb. x. 375 38. Hethat 
leveth Father" or - Mother” more than me; is not 
worthy uf ne; and be tbat loveth Son or 
Daughter more than mne, is not worthy of ine; 
and Be that tuketh not his Croſs, arid followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me; that is, he 
cannot be my Diſciple. And the Apoſtle Paul 
tells us, Gali v. 6. Jeſus Chriſt, neither Gr- 
cunit iron avitileth any thing, nor Uncircumesfion, 
but Faith which*apprketh by Love. And if we 
will conſult the Experience of good Men, let 
1 hear the 57 Pfalmiſt in his own Words, 
Fſal. cxix. O how love I thy Law, &c. and e- 
— throughout that Pſalm, in which we 
hows the oripinal Picture of a Heart buthing 
with this faered Flame, and ſhining, not wi 
the dazling aud falſe Light of Enchuſt alm or 
Hypocriſy; but with the natural and unaffected 
Appearances of Truth and Sincerity, and with 
2 MAE becoming the Beauty of the Object 
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for which he expreſſes his hon paſſionate E- 


ſteem. Other Principles of Action do not ſo 
entirely diffuſe their Influence over the whole 
Soul, nor can fo effectually command the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of all its Powers, as might eaſily ap- 
upon a particular Detail and Compariſon. 
Whereas, ſuch an high Eſteem hath all the o- 
ther. Faculties and Affections of our Nature, 
united in its Exerciſes, or in Subjection to its 
Commands. And though the other Paſſions 
of the Soul ſhould conſpire to operate in a re- 
gular Courſe of Obedience, that Obedience 
can riſe no higher in its Worth and Dignity, 
than the Springs from whence it flows. th 
that theſe — A in Religion, which proceed 
merely, either from a Deſire of Applauſe, or 
Fear, or Hope, or Gratitude, (if Gratitude can 
be ſuppoſed to be ſeparated from a high Eſteem 
of Goodneſs in our Benefactor) or from the 
united Influence of them all, cannot ſatisfy 
the Demands of the Goſpel, which points out 
2 more excellent Way, and claims a nobler 
Principle of Obedience. We muſt therefore 
endeavour to raiſe up in the Hearts of Men a 
fupreme Love of Righteouſneſs. This onl 
can ſecure an univerſal Obedienee, make it {till 
more. extenſive, and render it a moſt delight- 
ful Employment. John xiv. 23. 1f a Man love 
me, be will keep my Words. 1 Jobn v. 3. This 
is the Love of God, that we keep his Command- 
ments, and his Commandments are not grievous. 
There are many, who, N they riſe far 


above 


E 
above the ignorant, ſuperſtitious or formal Pro- 
feſſor, yet they confine their Aims within the 
narrow Bounds of ſome particular Branches of 
their Duty ; for Inſtance, Juſtice, Veracity, or 
Temperance. They will not perhaps be indu- 
ced, upon any Conſideration, to violate theſe 
Rules, or to tranſgreſs ſuch Limits as they have 
thought fit to preſcribe to themſelves: But, at 
the ſame time, they diſcover a ſettled Diſregard 
to other eſſential Parts of Religion, and they 
have no Concern to purſue after higher and 
better Things. The Reaſon is, becauſe their 
Obedience is not governed by an ardent Love to 
God, and to his Laws, which are all holy, juſt 
and good, like the Original from whence th 

came. Now we muſt endeavour to bring ſuc 
Perſons as theſe to a thorough Conviction, that, 
if they have not an Eſteem of all God's Com- 
mandments, if they do not ſtndy a growing 
Conformity to the whole Will of God, they 
are as yet far ſhort of the Character of thoſe to 
whom belong the Promiſes of eternal Life, and 
the neceſſary Qualifications of enjoying it. The 
Love of God and Righteouſneſs 1s, of all others, 
the moſt neceſſary Qualification for that Enjoy- 
ment. But if the Love of God and true Good- 
neſs reigns in the Heart, it will diſplay its Power 
and Efhcacy in a chearful Obedience to all his 
Commands. And if Men have a lively Percep- 
tion of the Beauty of Religion, and a firm and 
feeling Perſuaſion that it is the moſt lovely Or- 
nament of their reaſonable Souls, their beſt 
| | Treaſure, 
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Treaſure, and their hilt . they will ſure- 
ly exert: the moſt vigorous Attempts after a 
nearer Acquaintance with it, and a more exact 
Conformity to all the Precepts it enjoins. | 
Theſe Obſervations will convince- us, with 
what Earneſtneſs and Diligence we ſhould ap- 
ply ourſelves to raiſe and cultivate, in the Hearts 
of Men, this divine Principle of Goſpel Obedi- 
ence. If we fail of Succeſs in this, whatever 
Influence our Labours may have upon the Minds 
or Practices of our Hearers, yet, with regard to 
the principal Deſign of Religion, they will be 

wholly unprofitable and vain. 
For this Purpoſe, we muſt endeavour to e- 
ſtabliſh them in a firm Belief of the Doctrines 
and Motives of Chriſtianity, and teach them the 
proper Uſe and Improvement of them: We 
muſt hold up to their View the natural Excel- 
lency and Beauty of Religion; we muſt enter 
into a particular 3 11 of its ſeveral Parts, 
ten the Underſtanding, 
and affect the Heart, than the moſt accurate 
Account of its general and abſtracted Nature; 
we muſt paint it forth in Life and Action, in 
the eminent Characters and Examples of the 
Righteous; we muſt call upon Men to contem- 
plate the Beauty of it, in its great Original, the 
ever- bleſſed God, and eſpecially in our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, where we behold it in the moſt 
amiable and inviting Light, full of Grace and 
Truth; and, above all, we muſt be careful to 
ict before our People a living Pattern of Religion 
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and Righteoatiek, in our own Lives and Man- 
ners. Theſe, and many other things which 
might be ſuggeſted on this Head, deſerve our 
moſt ſerious Attention: But your Time will 
not allow me to infiſt upon them. 

To conclude all, let us endeavour to convince 
our Hearers of the Neceflity of divine Grace to 
aſſiſt them, in the Attainment and Practice of 
Religion. The firſt Tendency and Motion of 
the Soul, and its continued Progreſs in the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs, is every-where in Scripture a- 
ſcribed to the Spirit of God, without whoſe 
Concurrence, we are told, we can do nothing. 
The Truth of this is alſo manifeſt from Expe- 
rience, manifeſt to all who in good Earneſt ap- 
ply themſelves ta this arduous Task, who do not 
confine their Care to outward Forms and Ap- 
— but who — he have the inward 

an renewed, its irregular Paſſions mortified, 


and to have their Souls beautified with all the 


Graces and Virtues in their full Perfection. Let 
us alſo direct and encourage them to a continual 
Reliance upon this divine Aid; and eſtabliſh in 
their Minds a full Aſſurance of Faith, this moſt 
noble Principle of the ſpiritual Life. It is the 
Want or Weakneſs of their Faith and Confidence 
in God, that enfeebles their Attempts, and ren- 


an unſhaken Perſuaſion, that jn due 'Time they 
ſhall be fully ſatisfied with that Righteouſneſs 
which they now to vehemently thirſt and pant 
after, that this great and glorious Work wm 
: 
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Rill be carrying ** the particular Inſpec- 


tion and Care of their exalted Redeemer, altho” 

at ſome times by ſlow and inſenſible Degrees, 
and that it ſhall receive its conſummate Perfecti- 
on in the Kingdom of God hereafter; I ſay, 
the firm Perſuaſion of theſe things would engage 
them, with great Alacrity and Pleaſure, in this 
divine Undertaking : And their Advances in the 
mean time would be great, in proportion to the 
Greatneſs of their Faith, and the Activity and 
Diligence to which they are animated by its pow- 
erful Influence, Let us likeways, who are call- 
ed to be aſſiſting to others in promoting their 


Perfection and Happineſs, exerciſe a conſtant 


Dependence upon Jeſus, our Maſter, who hath 
intruſted to our Care the Management of theſe 
Intereſts which are ſo dear and precious to him. 
He hath promiſed to be with us always, even to 
the End of the World. Under his Conduct and 
Aid, and with his Bleſſing attending our faithful 
Endeavours, we ſhall be Die with Succeſs 
in the Courſe of our miniſterial Labours, and at 
laſt be admitted into his glorious Kingdom, 
—— we, and they, whom we have been the 

y Inſtruments of turning to Righteouſneſs, 
2 Dine together as the Stars in the Firmament 
for ever and ever. AMEN, 
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